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of the people by the British Government, the fact
being, as stated elsewhere, that during seasons of
scarcity, for there is no more famine proper/a
system of outdoor relief is brought into force,
which provides more effectually than that of
Britain, that no one shall die of hunger, and in
fact it is practically the case that no one does.

The plague mortality in the Punjab in 1908,
excluding native States, is given in the most recent
returns as 30,708, against 608,685 in 1907, so that
this scourge is rapidly diminishing in strength.
The death-rate from plague in that province in
1908 was, in fact, no more than 1.53, while that for
smallpox was 1.42, per thousand.

Of the peoples of India nearly two-thirds are
in one sense or another engaged with agriculture,
52 per cent, being landlords or tenants, 12 per
cent, field labourers, and another 9 per cent, more
or less directly connected with the land.

About 15 per cent, are maintained by the pre-
paration and supply of material substances, and of
these more than oiie-third make a living by provid-
ing food and drink, four millions being occupied in
the provision of animal food, chiefly fish, a fact

which will be a rude shock to those who think that

*

all India is vegetarian.

Commerce accounts for no more than 2^ per
cent, of the population.
^ To such an  extent have  members  of castes